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Synopsis

InA Abductive Analysis, Iddo Tavory and Stefan Timmermans provide a new navigational map for
theorizing qualitative research. They outline a way to think about observations, methods, and
theories that nurtures theory formation without locking it into predefined conceptual boxes. The book
provides novel ways to approach the challenges that plague qualitative researchers across the
social sciences&#151;how to conceptualize causality, how to manage the variation of observations,
and how to leverage the researchera ™s community of inquiry. A Abductive AnalysisA is a landmark
work that shows how a pragmatist approach provides a productive and fruitful way to conduct

qualitative research.
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Customer Reviews

a ceThis is a well-crafted, beautifully written, and nicely organized book that seeks to take the task
of qualitative social science methodsa "especially ethnographic methods in anthropology and
sociologya "to new levels of sophistication.a « (Sharon Kaufman University of California, San
Francisco)a celnA Abductive Analysis, Iddo Tavory and Stefan Timmermans make a case that the
thought of pragmatist philosopher Charles S. Peircea "specifically, his theories of hypothetical
reasoning and semioticsa "can be used to guide and improve qualitative research. Every
qualitatively-minded sociologist should consider their strong, well-crafted argument.a * (Neil Gross
University of British Columbia)a celn this ground-breaking book, Tavory and Timmermans open a

new direction for qualitative inquiry that cuts across current internal divisions and debates.A By



reframing the logic and process of making sense of data within a pragmatic approach, they give new
life to the craft of theorizing. Thoughtful and intellectually exciting, Abductive Analysis is both
inspired and inspiring.a * (Diane Vaughan Columbia University)a ceThick description is no longer
enough! Tacking back and forth from data to theorizing that data, thoughtful and systematic
abduction enables the creative unfolding of a project, opening the researcher to precious moments
of analytic surprise. Abductive Analysis is a major contribution to both the pragmatist renaissance
and the transnational turn toward theorizing in qualitative research.a « (Adele Clarke University of

California, San Francisco)

lddo Tavory is assistant professor of sociology at New York University. Stefan Timmermans is
professor of sociology at the University of California, Los Angeles. He is the author of Postmortem:
How Medical Examiners Explain Suspicious Death and coauthor of Saving Babies? The

Consequences of Newborn Genetic Screening, both published by the University of Chicago Press.

This book is a real game changer, but be advised, it relies heavily on the pragmatist philosophy of
Charles Peirce. That means that if you hate american pragmatism for whatever reason, then you’re
gonna hate this book as well.The authors have written a couple of articles that convey the gist of
this book, so be sure to check them out if you're unsure whether to buy it or not (the book is much
clearer though, and it’s also cheap!)Also, there’s a confusing typo on page 29 which the authors

acknowledge here: abductiveanalysis (dot) com/fag/
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